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Local Legends          BY GERRY MCLAUGHLIN

WHEN SLIGO GAELS talk 
about who was one of  the 
most gifted and graceful 
players to ever wear the 

county jersey, the name of  John Kent 
will be right at the top of  the list. 

For in his prime, there were few bet-
ter forwards for St Mary’s, Sligo or 
indeed Connacht when the self-effac-
ing Ballydoogan boy was young and 
really invincible. 

Kent had superb balance, speed, first 
touch, vision, finish and the all-impor-
tant desire to be the very best he could 
be in a glittering career that went on 
for around 20 years from 1975 as a 
fresh-faced St Mary’s star to 1996 when 
he won the last of  his nine Sligo Senior 
Championship medals. 

St Mary’s have won 11 county titles 
in all – a great record. 

Two years later, in 1998, at the age of  
40 he was the key figure in a St Mary’s 
team that won a Junior ‘B’ title. 

John was an outstanding wing for-
ward, who was also very effective on 
the ‘40’ and was also a very gifted soc-
cer player. 

Those nine medals alone would 
make him very special as he had other 
forwards like Eddie MacHale, Mick 
Laffey and Joey Bird in that famous 
Ballydoogan side. 

He also won three Connacht titles 
with St Mary’s, 1977, 1980 and 1983, 
from an era when they contested loads 
of  provincial finals and had some 
great battles with the likes of  Clann na 
nGael of  Roscommon and Corofin and 
St Grellan’s of  Galway. 

1980 was a special year for St Mary’s 
as they also won the All-Ireland Sevens 
in Kilmacud as well as the Kiernan 
Cup and county championship. 

John was twice captain of  the St 
Mary’s team that won two three-in-a-
row titles from 1979 to 1981 and from 
1983 to 1985. 

Some of  Sligo’s finest ever players 
graced that exceptional club, includ-
ing their red general Barnes Murphy, 
David Pugh, Mick Barrett, Tommy 
Carroll, John McGowan and John’s 
own brother Jim, who also went on to 
represent Sligo. 

John was a regular on Sligo county 
Senior teams from the late 1970s until 
the early 1990s and was also a regu-
lar on Connacht teams from 1980 to 
1990, where he played with towering 
figures like Dermot Earley Snr, Gay 
McManus, Richie Lee, John O’Gara, 
Val Daly, Séamus McHugh, Ste-
phen Joyce, TJ Kilgallon, Peter Ford 
(both of  whom made a big impact 
on Sligo), Mickey Martin and Mick  
Quinn. 

Connacht reached three Railway 
Cup finals in that decade, and John had 
a last-minute goal to win it disallowed 
in Tullamore. 

But he was perhaps even better at 

the then very popular 7-a-side tour-
naments, a game he loved and a game 
that suited all his best attributes. 

He was a noted soccer player too, 
coming under the influence of  David 
Pugh at Summerhill College, getting 
a trial as a schoolboy with Glasgow 
Celtic, a soccer scholarship to Tampa 
University in Florida and playing on 
and off with Sligo Rovers for the 1975-76 
season, making 12 appearances, when 
the great Billy Sinclair was in charge. 

He was also a gifted member of  the 
famous Collegians soccer team of  that 
era and is still a great supporter of  all 
sporting codes in Sligo. 

Indeed, John has carried his love 
of  sport into business as he has had a 
very successful sports shop in the town 
since 1983. 

John Kent Sport is currently located 
in Grattan Street and he is very 
grateful for the support that he gets 
from all sporting bodies the length  

and breadth of  the county. 
His passion for his club and county 

is undimmed, a passion he got from 
his late Cork-born father, Dick, who 
was a great GAA figure in St Mary’s 
and Sligo and the St Mary’s pitch at 

John Kent from Ballydoogan tells Gerry McLaughlin about his 
glittering career on the field, being a PRO and manager with 
St Mary’s, and running his popular Grattan Street sports shop

St Mary’s man  
John is one of the 
most gifted ever 
to play for Sligo

St Mary’s, 1980 Sligo and Connacht GAA Club Senior Football Champions. John is circled. Back: K Delaney, G Monaghan,  
B Murphy, M Barnett, J Kent, E Eames, J Leyden, A Eames, J McNamara, M Brennan and E MacHale. Front: M Walsh, J Kent, J McGowan, T Carroll, R Henneberry, C O’Donnell, G Hennigan, E Delahunt, M Laffey and P Henry.
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Ballydoogan is named after Dick Kent. 
In the interview John repeatedly ref-

erences both his parents who gave the 
family great support in their sporting 
careers. 

John was born in February 1958 in 
Ballydoogan. 

His father was Dick Kent and his 
mother was Teresa Dunne from Aclare 
and that is great GAA territory too. 

Dick Kent came from farming people 
near Macroom “not far from the Kilmi-
chael ambush site.” 

“There is a crossroads down there 
still which is called Kent’s crossroads 
after my family. 

“My father told us that when he 
would be smuggling during the War 
of  Independence out in the fields and 
the Black and Tans would be driving 
along in a lorry, they would stop and 
they would shoot bullets to land about 
a foot or two from the young lads’ feet 
to try and intimidate them. 

“They were great people and my 
father was the last of  that line but a 

cousin of  ours down there used to tell 
us stories that they were hiding some 
of  IRA in the house and when the 
Black and Tans came they would climb 
out the back windows to get away.” 

John’s father Dick went to UCC and 
worked in Kikenny County Council 
and then he went to Donegal and back 
to Sligo as the county accountant. 

“He was a very intelligent man, loved 
the Irish language and a good native 
speaker.” 

Dick had a great passion for the GAA 
from an early age. 

“Tom McManus was appointed 
County Manager at Sligo County 
Council and he was instrumental 
in bringing my father to Sligo as the 
county accountant and they had a good 
working relationship. 

 ‘MY MOTHER was a nurse 
and working in Garden 
Hill and that is where 
they met and got married 

in the mid-1950s.” 
John’s earliest memories are of  his 

father Dick forming the Muire Naofa 
club out in Maugheraboy. 

“That was with Tom Carroll (Snr), 
Jim Collery, Roger Eames, Paddy 
Maguire and Gerry Conway who were 
all very instrumental in setting up and 
developing the club. 

“They then bought a pitch for £5,000 
and my father was very much involved 
in that and he was one of  the trustees.” 

The first GAA that John played was 
in street leagues in Sligo. 

“There were four areas, Maugher-
aboy, St Anne’s, Pearse Road and Town 
Centre and there was an under-eight 
and under-10 league. 

“My father was always out the back 
of  the house kicking ball with myself  
and my brother Jim. 

“One exercise he spent a long time at 
was running, picking up the ball and 
shooting, all in the same movement. 

“That was a great skill to have and he 
would also bring us to matches. 

He added: “I went to St John’s 
National School in Temple Street and 
Br Bonaventure would have junior, 
juvenile and senior leagues. 

“A big treat that time was if  there 
were inter-class matches the whole 
school was let out to watch it and you 
were thinking that you were playing a 
big match somewhere. 

“I was captain of  a senior team and 
we won all our games but got beaten 
in the final. 

“But what Br Bonaventure used to 
do after the first round games was that 
the two teams at the bottom, he would 
break them up and give the stronger 
players to the third team. 

“Jim was playing with the late Joe 
Henry, who was captain of  a team, and 
they got the late Seamie O’Boyle to 
play with them. 

“They were third from the bottom 
and they met my team in the final and 

they beat us. I remember crying my 
eyes out going up the school corridor. 
But I think that Br Bonaventure must 
have felt sorry for me as he gave me 
the sports star of  the year to make  
up for it.”    

“I remember going to all of  the Sligo 
Senior county matches when I was 
young, so they were great days really.” 

He added: “I remember watching 
Mickey Kearins taking a ‘50’ into the 
breeze and he kicked it and it was 
about going two feet wide on the right 
and then it just curled over with the 
wind. I remember that wonderful skill. 

“Mickey Kearins was a very good all- 
round footballer and when he got the 
ball nine times out of  10, he scored. 

“But he had a lot of  good guys around 
him and of  course the third man tackle 
was in then and he was a lovely player 
to watch.” 

Sligo had very physically strong 
teams in those 1960s to mid-1970s years. 

“They were big, strong men like the 
Collerys, Kearins, Cathal Cawley, John 
Brennan, Brendan McCauley and they 
were tough men. 

“My father was involved with the 
County Board and I remember being 
at the All-Ireland Minor final between 
Sligo and Cork in 1968. 

“They could have beaten Cork but 
sadly only a few of  them went on to 
play Senior for Sligo. There was great 
excitement going to those Minor 
matches.” 

John played up to under-16 with 
Muire Naofa in those years and he won 
a Minor title with Muire Naofa in 1974. 

He went to Summerhill College 
around 1970 and played Gaelic football 
and soccer there under the great David 
Pugh. 

“David ran the soccer and Fr Cyril 
Haran was also very involved and I 
played a lot of  soccer for Summerhill 
and we won Connacht titles, but we lost 
two All-Ireland finals. John and Larry 
O’Gara were on those teams and they 
were good footballers. 

“We won the Connacht Senior 
Schools title in 1975 which was a big 
win for us, and I was left half-forward 
on that team. 

“I was playing a lot of  soccer that 
year and I was invited to Glasgow 
Celtic for a trial.  It was a great expe-
rience and I was over there for six 

CONTINUED OVERLEAF

“When there were inter-class 
matches the whole school was 
let out to watch, so you were 
thinking that you were playing 
in a big match somewhere”

LEFT: John Kent in his Grattan Street shop this week. BELOW: John as a St Mary’s manager in 2012. 
ABOVE: Development officer Tommy Breheny, GAA president Aogán Ó Fearghail, John Kent and 
St Mary’s chairman Séamus Cronin in 2016.
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weeks. I joined them on the Monday 
after the replay of  the Connacht final 
in 1975 between Sligo and Mayo and 
Sligo won it. 

“I was at the first game in Sligo but 
did not go to the replay in Castlebar 
because I thought I would be tired. 

“They were on tour and my father 
drove me up to Stranorlar to train with 
them in pre-season for a week. So they 
came to Sligo and I came on as a token 
on the Thursday night against Sligo 
Rovers.” 

JOHN THEN headed to Glas-
gow. Kenny Dalglish and Danny 
McGrain were there along with 
Pat McCluskey, Tommy Burns 

and Roy Aiken and they all went on to 
play for Scotland. 

“I had a dream at that time, and I 
played for Sligo Rovers later.” 

John came back from Glasgow and 
repeated his Leaving Cert and got 
capped at youth level for the Republic 
of  Ireland. 

“I played around six times with the 
Irish under-18 team and I was playing 

with Collegians in local soccer.” 
“I signed for Sligo Rovers in the 1975-

76 season and I was in and out of  the 
team. Billy Sinclair was there and he 
was a great manager and Tony Fagan 
was there and Marty Kelly of  Donegal 
was there too.” 

John was then offered a soccer schol-
arship to a university in South Florida 
called Tampa in 1976-77. 

“There were 25,000 students in the 
college, and it was a big change coming 
from a small place like Sligo. 

“Baseball was the big game over 
there, and it was most funded sport. 
Basketball was very big, and they also 
had a very big swimming programme.” 

But in his second match John suf-
fered a serious knee injury which “sort 
of  ruined it for me.” 

“But I had a great time and met some 
great people out there. 

“We used to train with the Tampa 
Bay Rowdies and Rodney Marsh was 
with them and as I was a Man City sup-
porter it made it extra special. 

“I looked up to him and he was a bril-
liant footballer and Lenny Glover of  
Leicester was also with them. 

“It was great to play with them.” 

After a year out there, he came back 
for the summer and St Mary’s had just 
been formed. “St Mary’s got to the 
county final and I remember Gerry 
Conway ringing me up to come back 
home ,but I could not do it. 

“We were in 11 county finals 
between 1976 and 1996 and we won 
in 1977, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1983, 1984, 1985, 
1987 and 1996. 

“We were also in the finals of  1976 
and 1991 and we lost to Tubbercurry 
on both occasions.” 

John came back for the summer of  
1977 and St Mary’s were going well in 
the championship and John kept put-
ting the trip to Tampa back. 

He added: “I often wonder how 
things might have gone if  I had stayed 
in Florida as it was a magical place. 

“When I went out there first, I stood 
out because I was so white, but I met 
some incredible people. And when I got 
my knee injury on the Saturday, I was 
brought straight into hospital and was 
operated on that night. 

“I still have a metal pin in my knee 
as I tore my medial ligament, but I was 
back playing within three months. 

“But the one thing I remember from 

that I met so many great people out 
there.”    

On the home front, John’s decision to 
stay at home proved fruitful. 

“We went on the win our first-ever 
Sligo county title and we beat Mickey 
Kearin’s St Pat’s team which had dom-
inated Sligo football. 

“It was the first time that most of  

the county was supporting St Mary’s 
because they wanted somebody new to 
win it. 

“Barnes Murphy, Mick Laffey, 
Tommy Carroll, John McGowan, 
Jim McGill, John Cassidy and Gerry 
Monaghan were all on that 1977 team 
and it was a team full of  leaders. 

“I was just 19 and then we had a Con-

I wonder how it 
would’ve gone if 
I’d stayed in USA
FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Local Legends          BY GERRY MCLAUGHLIN

St Mary’s, 1981 County Sligo Champions and runners-up in the Connacht Championship. John is circled. Back: K Delaney,  
G Monaghan, B Murphy, J Kelly, K O’Keeffe, M Barrett, J McNamara and T McGowan. Front: J McGowan, J Kent, T Carroll, J Kent, M Laffey, C O’Donnell and E MacHale.

Tommy Breheny giving John Kent some advice in September 2012. PHOTO BY SEAN CARLETON



Thursday, October 1, 2020 Sligo Weekender 19

nacht Club game and my coach was 
ringing me from Tampa and I thought 
I would be back as I did not think we 
would so well in Connacht. 

“We got to the Connacht final and 
won the Connacht final by beating 
Corofin and Jimmy Duggan was play-
ing for them. 

“I was tempted to stay, and Gerry 
Conway helped me to get a job with 
Rowntree Mackintosh as a rep and I 
stayed. 

“So then we met Thomond College 
in the All-Ireland semi-final and they 
had Pat Spillane, Brian Talty, Anthony 
Harkin and Michael Houston. 

“Spillane made a great speech about 
the petty parochialism in the GAA that 
did not want third level colleges com-
peting in club championships. 

“David Pugh was on that team and 
we went down on the Saturday night 
and Fr Cyril Haran had everything 
very well organised. 

“We did not fear anyone, and it was 
great to get outside your county where 
nobody knew you. 

“We had great leaders like Barnes 
Murphy, Tommy Carroll,  John 
McGowan, Jim McGill ,who were real 
steady club men, Mick Laffey and later 
Tommy Breheny, and it was great 
times.” 

St Mary’s lost to Grange the follow-
ing year in 1978 but came back to win 
three-in-a-row with John playing a key 
role. St Mary’s triumphed again in 1979 
beating old rivals Tubbercurry, but the 
following year was arguably their most 
memorable. 

“That year in 1980, we won the Sligo 
county title, the Kiernan Cup, the Con-
nacht Club Senior Championship and 
the All-Ireland Sevens title in Kilma-
cud. 

“Mick Barrett and Eddie MacHale 
then joined the team.” 

But a mix up in transport did not help 
their chances against Walterstown of  
Meath where Eamon Barry had a field 
day in the All-Ireland semi-final. 

St Mary’s made it three in a row in 
1981 by beating Eastern Harps for the 
second year in successive, and then 
won their third Connacht title in 1983 
after beating Tubber in the county 
final. 

Cork giants Nemo Rangers stood in 
their way in the All-Ireland semi-final 
and they had Dinny Allen, Dave Barry, 
Billy Morgan and Frank Cogan.

“It was a good game of  football and 
Ciaran O’Keeffe was with us. We also 
lost a few Connacht finals to Clann na 

nGael and St Grellan’s. We went to a 
replay with Clann na nGael.” 

What was it that made St Mary’s so 
special? 

John said: “We had good football-
ers, we trained very hard and we had 
a settled squad. We used to play in a 
lot of  tournaments, and we won the 
Castlewellan Sevens, the Letterkenny 
Sevens and the Connacht Sevens. 

“I liked sevens football and it 
suited me. I was selected on a Kilma-
cud Crokes sevens team for the era 
between 1973-99 and that was a big 
honour as there was only 10 players in 
Ireland picked on it.” 

“I have nine county titles and we 
threw away a few and we did not give 
our full focus to Connacht at times.” 

John was still motoring in 1998 and 
he was captain of  the St Mary’s Junior  
team that won a Sligo county title. 

They went on and were beaten by 
Breaffy from Mayo in the Connacht 
final. 

A cracked rib ended his career. 
When told that he has a remarkable 

record he deadpans by saying he was 
“lucky” and had good players around 
him. 

“I was a reasomable kicker of  the 
ball and I had pace which was a help 
and I loved playing on the ‘40’, which is 
where I played for Connacht.” 

John was on the Connacht team for 
around a decade, but they came up 
against Munster who was backboned 
by the great Kerry team. 

“We played a final in Tullamore 
and I got a goal towards the end that 
would have won it for us, and it was 
disallowed, and it would have meant 
so much to us to win it. 

“We played in three Railway Cup 
finals and lost them all.” 

“Those were great times compared 
to now when it is all so serious and 
there was fun after the games and 
camaraderie. 

IN TANDEM WITH his club career, 
John had a long and distinguished 
career with Sligo. 

He made his debut as a sub 
against Roscommon in Hyde Park in 
1977-78. 

“Brendan McCauley was the man-
ager at the time and John Brennan 
was a big, strong full-back. My last 
game was in the early 1990s when we 
got hammered by Galway.” 

“It was always one of  my ambitions 
to play with Sligo and in hindsight 
things are much better organised now. 

“I played a few games with Mickey 
Kearins after the then manager Nace 
O’Dowd brought him back. 

“James Kearins, Martin McCarrick, 
Paddy Henry, Anthony Brennan, Mat-
tie Brennan, Declan Foley, my brother 
Jim, Mick Galvin, Tommy Breheny 
were all there.” 

“Eddie MacHale played for Sligo for 
a while in those years. He was strong, 
tough and he could score.” 

When John retired he was manager 
of  the St Mary’s Senior team for many 
years and he was manager when St 
Mary’s lost to Curry in the county final 
of  2012. 

But he has also managed a host of  
highly successful St Mary’s Minor 
teams and he also took charge of  IT 
Sligo in recent years. 

“I enjoyed management but playing 
is still the best part of  the game. 

“As a player you only have yourself  
to think about, but in management you 
are thinking about so many other dif-
ferent things.” 

On a happy note, he was involved as 
a selector with his clubmate Tommy 
Breheny when Sligo won their last 
Connacht title in 2007. 

“That was a great buzz. Tommy was 
very well organised, and we had a good 
group who had been around for a long 
time. Tommy left nothing to chance 
and had great detail in everything. 

“There was a good mix and the lads 
worked very hard and showed great 
commitment. 

“We also had some great people 
who were involved in the backroom 
team, and we had good craic after the 
matches. 

“James Gillespie was our doctor and 
he was a great character and he was a 
great mixer. 

“Sara Casserly was the physio and 
we had Reggie McNulty and PJ Lang-
ton who was a selector with myself, 
and Tommy was the manager and 
Eamonn O’Hara was as a good a player 
anywhere, pound for pound.” 

John also trained some of  hugely 
successful St Mary’s Minor sides in 
the 1980s when they won five titles in 
a row, from 1983 to 1987, and they won 
another five-in-a-row from 2011 to 2015. 

Those are phenomenal stats by any 
standards. 

Meanwhile, it is a source of  quiet 
pride to the Kent family that St Mary’s 
pitch is named after their father Dick 
Kent. 

“It [Kent Park] opened in 1990 and 
then it was dedicated to my father. He 
was a great man and a great Gael, and 
he had great pride in St Mary’s and 
Sligo and only wanted the very best for 
them. 

“People often say to me ‘oh you 
would have stuck at soccer only for 
your father’, but nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. 

“He used to go to most of  the soccer 
matches I played in and I never knew 
but he could be critical if  I did not play 
well in a Gaelic match but was gen-
erally very encouraging as was my 
mother Teresa.” 

He continued: “He was biggest single 
influence on my football career going 
back to those days out the back of  the 
house. 

“He was club chairman, treasurer 
and president and did all the jobs and 
he was a selector on the team in the 
early years and he used to get fierce 
hyped up on the line. 

“I remember playing St Grellan’s 
and this guy was giving me an awful 
dogging off  the ball and at one stage 
my father ran in and made a swipe at 
your man.” 

John was also PRO for a number of  
years, and his brother Jim was club 
treasurer for a number of  years. 

But John still has a great interest 
in anything to do with Sligo and is a 
keen follower of  Sligo Rovers and also 
played with Sligo Rovers Reserves. 

“When I came back from Florida 
Sligo Rovers manager Billy Sinclair 
wanted me to re-sign but I was doing 
well with the club and would not have 
the time. My first commitment was to 
St Mary’s.” 

He made his Senior debut for Sligo 
against Roscommon in the Connacht 
championship in 1978. 

John played with the Sligo Rovers 
Reserves and really enjoyed the expe-
rience. 

“Gerry Mitchell was the manager 
and he was a great man. We played in 
the Sligo-Leitrim League and we had 
some great fellows involved. 

“Mickey Byrne, Charlie Coyne, Ross 

Monaghan and Frank Kennedy were 
all involved and Vinny McGee, John 
Skeffington, Joe Joe Crystal and we 
had great craic. 

“Gerry had a great knowledge of  the 
game and we had a wee system that he 
played, and it was very enjoyable.” 

It is noteworthy, that despite a seri-
ous knee injury in Tampa in the 1970s 
which required him to wear a brace, 
John gave up the brace and went to be a 
very accomplished Gaelic football and 
soccer player which took a lot of  heart 
and guts as well. 

“If  that accident had happened me 
here where there was very little knowl-
edge of  rehab, I could have been out for 
two years. 

“But I was back playing after three 
months in the US, they were so far 
ahead. I went back once to Tampa.” 

Owing to his big involvement in 
sport it was a natural fit that he should 
open a sports shop. 

“I saw there was an opening in Sligo 
for a sports shop and I gave it a go and 
I started that premises in December 
1983. I felt there was a need and people 
have been very loyal to me and that is 
people in all sports. 

“It is not getting any easier these 
days. The Covid-19 has been tough, but 
in Sligo we are very lucky in that it is 
a very good time to be bottom of  the 
league in the numbers rate. 

“I was closed from March 15 to the 
middle of  June, but in fairness to the 
government it was the first time that 
they recognised the self-employed with 
the furlough scheme. 

“In a way I enjoyed the time off  
because over the years my wife Paul-
ine would have done all the painting 
around the house, but I had time to do 
it. 

“It would renew your faith as the 
weather was so good. My kids, who are 
adults now, were out taking pictures 
of  me. They could not believe I could 
paint.” 

John has three children, John Jnr, 
who is in Australia, Gráinne and 
Conor. 

“When they were young I was very 
conscious of  not pushing them into the 
football, but sometimes I regret it. 

“John was playing rugby and he is 
a very good swimmer, but he did his 
cruciate again after a few games and 
he real potential. 

“Gráinne has a big interest in foot-
ball, and she went out to play with 
Coolera-Strandhill for a few years and 
enjoyed it. 

“Conor was quite a good club player 
with St Mary’s and he was with Cian 
Breheny and the other lads. He is a 
chef  now and does not have the time.” 

“My wife Pauline has always been a 
great help to me over the years and she 
was a Faughnan from Tarmonbarry.” 

So what are his great memories? 

“I suppose winning the first Sligo 
Senior Championship with St Mary’s 
in 1977 when I was 19. 

“Of  course, the great friendship with 
all those clubmates as we socialised 
after games. My parents used to come 
out with us after games and we used to 
go to Conway’s in High Street before 
the clubhouse. 

“Sunday nights were great nights 
out and we ended up going out to the 
Baymount in Strandhill.  It was a great 
time and the fact that my father and 
mother were with us made it even 
more special.” 

“It was great to have my brother Jim 
playing along with me for St Mary’s 
and for Sligo. 

“I suppose the friendship of  that 
group and all those characters as well. 

“Playing for Connacht was a high-
light. I was also nominated for an All-
Star in the 1980s.” 

But John Kent is not a self-publicist. 
He was always a team player in every 
sense of  the words. And, like his father 
Dick, it gives him great pleasure to see 
his beloved St Mary’s develop. 

“It is a credit to all the people that 
are involved and the Saturday morn-
ing coaching is excellent and Ladies 
Football is getting very strong.

“We have hurling in Naomh Eoin 
who won a Sligo county title last year 
and only lost by a point to Easkey in 
this year’s final. It is a credit to the 
likes of  Bill O’Kelly-Lynch and Pat 
Maguire and they are pretty much all 
local lads on the hurling team.” 

SO WHAT about the current St 
Mary’s team? He said: “We had 
the beating of  Tourlestrane in 
the county semi-final. But we 

just did not have leaders when it mat-
tered as in the old days, we had guys 
who would close it out. 

“But you can’t compare eras, and we 
still have good lads in the team and we 
have good Minors. 

“Town teams find it harder to hold on 
to good underage players while coun-
try clubs are better at keeping them. 

“Tourlestrane are introducing a few 
different young players every year 
which is great for continuity for them. 

“We dominated the Minor ‘A’ Cham-
pionships in the Noughties but not too 
many of  them came through after we 
won five in a row from 2011 to 2015.” 

So what does the GAA mean to John? 
“A lot, but I am a Sligo man and I sup-

port Rovers, the rugby club, the basket-
ball club, athletics, Mona McSharry in 
swimming and anything that happens 
in sport in Sligo is good. I am a proud 
Sligo man.” 

And Sligo town, in particular, should 
be proud of  its greatest ever Gaelic 
footballer, and one of  its truly out-
standing sportsmen in every sense of  
the word. 

Local Legends          BY GERRY MCLAUGHLIN

“I saw there was an opening 
for a sports shop in Sligo and 
I gave it a go. I started that in 
1983. People from all sports 
have been very loyal to me”

Tommy Breheny giving John Kent some advice in September 2012. PHOTO BY SEAN CARLETON

John Kent with his wife Pauline.  
PHOTO BY MICHAEL MCGURRIN
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